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1. Why are there war graves in Cairo?

At the outbreak of the First World War, Cairo was headquarters to the United Kingdom garrison in Egypt. With
Alexandria, it became the main hospital centre for Gallipoliin 1915 and later dealt with the sick and wounded
from operations in Egypt and Palestine.

Later, General Headquarters, Middle East Command, was set up in Cairo shortly before the Second World War,
remaining there throughout the war years. In January 1941, a Royal Air Force Headquarters for Fighter Defence
of the Canal Zone was established. Cairo was again a significant hospital centre during the Second World War
for British and Imperial forces.

2. Where are the war graves in Cairo?

Today, there are CWGC war graves and memorials at 8 locations in the city of Cairo. Study the map
below to see where they are.

3. Discover where these people came from

Use the flags to discover where some of those who are buried and remembered across the city of Cairo

came from.
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4. Discover more about the service of those buried at Heliopolis War Cemetery

4.1 Each headstone in the cemetery tells a different

story.

As you explore the cemetery see what you can
learn from the headstones. See if you can find the
following;

1.
2.
3

Who is the youngest soldier you can find?
Who is the oldest soldier you can find?

How many different countries did they come
from, based on the information on the
headstones.
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4.2 Thereis just two
headstones which has
this badge In Plot 1, who
wore it and what was
their role?

N? /122/1 QUEEN ALEXANORAS IMPERIAL MILITARY KURSING SERVICE

Mo,

4.3 As you explore the cemetery, look at the different badges on the headstones. These will give you a clue
as to the role the person had and maybe where they came from. As you find each badge, write down the
name of the person who served with that unit in the box next to the badge.
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More than a million
Australian troops fought
across the globe in the
world wars. More than
103,000 died.
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NEW ZEALAND

In Plot 11, there are 5
soldiers from the Indian
Army Medical Corps.
They provided medical
support to the troops
fighting, running medical
units and hospitals.

More than 200,000 New
Zealand troops,
including native Maori's
left New Zealand for
service overseas in the
world wars. More than
30,000 died.
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The Seychelles Pioneer
Corps provided logistical
support to the armies in
Africa and the Middle
East.

The Merchant Navy was
the largest in the world.
It recruited people from
all over the globe to
serve on the ships. Can
you find this badge in
Plot 11?

Soldiers from Poland
fought in Egypt and
Palestine in the Second
World War. Many
others went on to fight
in Italy.
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